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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, 
Washington, DC, November 13, 2013. 

Hon. FRED UPTON, 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN UPTON: I am writing con-

cerning H.R. 3350, the ‘‘Keep Your Health 
Plan Act of 2013,’’ which may be scheduled 
for floor consideration this week. 

As you know, the Committee on Ways and 
Means has jurisdiction over the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986. Section 5000A of the 
Internal Revenue Code requires individuals 
to maintain minimum essential coverage or 
pay a penalty. Section 2(b) of H.R. 3350 modi-
fies which health care plans would meet the 
requirement of minimum essential coverage. 
However, in order to expedite this legislation 
for floor consideration, the Committee will 
forgo action on this bill. This is being done 
with the understanding that it does not in 
any way prejudice the Committee with re-
spect to the appointment of conferees or its 
jurisdictional prerogatives on this or similar 
legislation. 

I would appreciate your response to this 
letter, confirming this understanding with 
respect to H.R. 3350, and would ask that a 
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
ter be included in the Congressional Record 
during floor consideration. 

Sincerely, 
DAVE CAMP, 

Chairman. 
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OPENING OF THE GOV. GEORGE 
DEUKMEJIAN COURTHOUSE 

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 18, 2013 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, the recent 
opening of the $340-million Gov. George 
Deukmejian Courthouse in Long Beach is the 
culmination of nearly a decade of work. Part of 
the Los Angeles County Superior Court Sys-
tem, the new 531,000-square-foot glass-and- 
concrete structure replaces the current 55- 
year-old Long Beach courthouse that is the 
most outdated in the state and has been 
deemed seismically unfit. 

The new Deukmejian Courthouse is 65 per-
cent larger than the old courthouse, with 24 
courtrooms and room to expand to 30. It is 
equipped with wireless Internet access 
throughout and space for five retail vendors to 
service the courthouse traffic. 

For me, the road to the new Courthouse 
began nearly a decade ago in conversations 
between Los Angeles County Supervisor Don 
Knabe, Long Beach Mayors Beverly O’Neill 
and Bob Foster, myself and the then-presiding 
judge of the Long Beach courthouse, Brad An-
drews. Judge Andrew’s vision of a new court-
house for Long Beach was the driving force 
behind the building of a coalition of supporters 
for the project. This coalition would eventually 
grow to include a vast number of supporters 
including members of the public, the private 
sector and government. I am proud to count 
myself among the early members of this 
group. 

Those early discussions about a new court-
house revolved around the understanding that 
under the existing state funding and procure-
ment system, it would be 15–20 years before 
a new Long Beach courthouse could be built. 

As this core group grew, it became clear 
that a public private partnership would be nec-

essary to fund the project as the state could 
not expend the hundreds of millions of dollars 
needed to build the courthouse. 

With support primarily from 
Assemblymember Hector De La Torre, and 
California State Senators Joe Dunn, Dick Ack-
erman and Don Perata, I introduced in the 
California State Budget Act of 2007, Senate 
Bill 77 which granted the authority for the Judi-
cial Council and Administrative Office of the 
Courts to investigate the use of a public-pri-
vate partnership in the development of the 
Long Beach project. 

The Long Beach courthouse is the first to 
be built as a public-private funding partner-
ship, with the developer, Long Beach Judicial 
Partners, paying for the upfront construction 
costs. 

The new building is an example of what can 
be accomplished when the state, county and 
local governments work together to accom-
plish something that the whole community can 
be proud of. Our new courthouse is beautiful. 
It will act as a magnet for further development 
in the area for years to come while serving as 
a shining example of cooperation and innova-
tion. 
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GUO FEIXIONG AND FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESSION 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 18, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, last 
month I held a hearing that discussed China’s 
detention of writer, activist, and self-trained 
legal advocate Guo Feixiong. A veteran of 
China’s ‘‘rights defense’’ movement, Guo was 
criminally detained on August 8, 2013. We 
now know that he wasn’t formally arrested 
until early September 2013. Guo’s detention 
appears to be reprisal for his support of gov-
ernment transparency and calls for account-
ability. In recent months, Beijing has cracked 
down harshly on dozens of similar-minded ad-
vocates seeking political reforms. 

Guo is not a newcomer to public advocacy 
or punishments. A former novelist and busi-
nessman, he first became widely known in 
2005 for organizing protests of land seizures 
on the outskirts of Guangzhou city. In 2007, a 
Chinese court sentenced the outspoken Guo 
to five years’ imprisonment on charges of ille-
gal publishing. He and his supporters maintain 
the charges were fabricated to silence him 
and others. In late 2011, he was released. 
Since that time, he’s continued to participate 
in China’s ‘‘rights defense’’ movement. He’s 
continued to express himself freely in the 
hopes of advancing human rights. He has pro-
tested along reporters fighting the Southern 
Weekly’s heavy-handed-censorship and vo-
cally supported recent calls for greater govern-
ment transparency and an end to corruption. 

Now, Guo is being held on charges of ‘‘as-
sembling a crowd to disrupt order in a public 
place.’’ This alleged crime—along with many 
others—is all-too-often used unjustly against 
the courageous men and women who want 
accountability or change. For simply asking for 
transparency, he is suspected of disrupting the 
harsh ‘‘order’’ Beijing enforces. 

Notwithstanding China’s own criminal proce-
dural rules, authorities have denied Guo ac-

cess to a lawyer and have failed to properly 
notify his family. Once again, China continues 
to enforce its legal protections haphazardly 
when punishing or silencing those who advo-
cate for change. 

The hearing focused on the heroism and 
sacrifices of Mr. Guo. Sadly, Guo is one 
among many. In recent months, Chinese au-
thorities have cracked down on dozens of 
human rights advocates participating in a so- 
called ‘‘New Citizens’ Movement.’’ The move-
ment, which began forming last year, has 
been described as a loose network of like- 
minded, academics and lawyers who hold in-
formal gatherings and promote various issues, 
including transparency and anti-corruption ef-
forts. 

These detentions signify Chinese citizens’ 
growing resolve and Beijing’s growing fears. 
Guo, and many others throughout China, want 
change. They want accountability, they want 
transparency, and they want justice. And, in-
creasingly, they are willing to endure great 
risks and willing to sacrifice their own personal 
security to speak freely. 

We were fortunate to be joined by Ms. 
Zhang Qing, Guo’s courageous wife, and Ms. 
Yang Tianjiao, his wonderful daughter. We 
were also blessed to have with us two giants 
in the human rights field—Pastor Bob Fu and 
Mr. Chen Guangcheng who addressed the 
persecution of Guo and others and who also 
discussed more broadly the recent develop-
ments relating to freedom of expression in 
China. 

With this current crackdown on Chinese 
human rights activists, it is important to under-
stand the brave and bold people challenging 
the Chinese state. Inspiring figures like Guo 
put another heroic face on these detentions. 
This face, however, does more than just 
contextualize the current crackdown or add 
details to a prisoner file. It causes us to won-
der about ourselves, our commitment to 
human rights, and the risks we are willing to 
take for those around us. Guo now faces an 
uncertain punishment, as we must determine 
our own human rights commitment to him and 
others. 

In July 2013, Guo wrote about a 1989 
Tiananmen activist now also facing the possi-
bility of more prison time. He wrote, ‘‘[Zhao 
Changqing] is an important symbol of the 
1989 generation, who, in the face of danger, 
takes action, bears responsibility, persists, 
pushes forward, and becomes more evolved. 
This is how one should behave and shoulder 
his fate!’’ 

Despite the hardships and the odds, Guo 
reminds us that we must shoulder our respon-
sibilities and our burdens. We are here today 
to accept our responsibility to Guo and these 
courageous Chinese human rights advocates. 
We hope that we can also ‘‘take action, bear 
responsibility, persist, push forward, and 
evolve’’ like these heroes. He reminds us that 
this is how we all should behave. 

We hope that the Chinese Government is 
listening. We hope the Chinese citizens seek-
ing change are listening. And, we hope Guo is 
listening. And we hope President Obama and 
our administration are listening and will do ev-
erything in their power to help free Guo and 
others fighting for human rights in China—so 
far that has not been the case. 
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